
San Luis Valley 
Regional Science Fair

Fall Orientation & 
Rules Review

2026-27



Agenda for Tonight...

• 5:30 pm – 5:45pm - Welcome/Introductions/SLVRSF Timeline

• 5:45pm – 6:30pm - SLVRSF/ISEF Updates, Rules, and Changes

          (NEW, NEW, NEW!!)

• 6:30pm – 7:00pm - Q & A from Teachers/Sponsors



Key Dates and Deadlines for the 2026-27  SLVRSF Cycle

10/5/26 – Launch of MySciFair, our new Fair Management System

11/20/26 – 1st REVIEW begins - Student Research Plan & Protocol forms
  (created/uploaded & stored on MySciFair)

12/10/26 – 2nd REVIEW begins - Student Research Plan & Protocol forms

1/15/27 – FINAL REVIEW and APPROVAL of paperwork for SLVRSF

1/28/27 – Registration for SLVRSF FINALIZED on MySciFair

2/18 & 2/19/27 – SLV Regional Science Fair at Ski Hi Complex, Monte Vista

3/8/27 – Paperwork for State Qualifiers Uploaded to CSEF

CSEF – April 8th-10th, 2027          ISEF  - Los Angeles, CA – May 9th-14th, 2027

  



Links to Helpful Resources

 2027 ISEF Rules and Guidelines
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2027/
Rules/Book.pdf

Rule Changes for 2027
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2027/
Rules/FINAL-Rule-Modifications-for-2026-27.pdf 

2027 ISEF Companion Guide
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2027/
Rules/Rules-Companion-Guide.pdf

Fieldwork Safety Plan
https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/ISEF/2027/
Rules/Field-Safety-Work-Plan.pdf

ISEF Rules Wizard
https://ruleswizard.societyforscience.org/

Overview of Forms and Dates
https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/overview-of-forms-and-dates/

San Luis Valley Regional Science Fair

SLVRSF.org

Colorado Science & Engineering Fair

https://csef.natsci.colostate.edu/

International Science & Engineering Fair

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/

ISEF Scientific Integrity Report

https://sspcdn.blob.core.windows.net/files/Documents/SEP/IS
EF/2026/2026_Scientific_IntegrityReport.pdf

Frequently Asked Questions

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/faq/

Display and Safety Rules

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-
rules/display-safety-rules/



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 For ALL PROJECTS…(pgs 3-5)

➢ In the Eligibility/Limitations section

Artificial Intelligence (AI) may be used as a resource but must be cited and given proper 
acknowledgment. A student is expected to do independent work and all materials presented must be in 
the researcher's own words. A student may not use generative AI to write the research plan, abstract, 
poster or to create citations (it is known to hallucinate and falsify references).

➢ Under Documentation and Approval

Student researchers must have a Research Plan that includes: a. Rationale b. Research 
Question/Hypothesis(es), Engineering Goal(s), Expected Outcomes c. List of Materials d. Procedures e. 
Risk and Safety f. Data Analysis g. Bibliography



For HUMAN PARTICIPANT RULES… (pgs 6-9)

➢ Under Prohibited, #1b. was edited to include #1d

Students are prohibited from disclosing research data from their study and/or from providing advice, diagnostic or 
medical information to participants without direct supervision and involvement of a medical professional. 

➢ Under Rules, #2c

For studies involving minors, if the study includes a survey, the survey must be attached to the consent form as part 
of the written parental permission process and parental permission obtained prior to the minor accessing the survey.

➢ Under Rules, #6

Studies that involve recruitment and interaction with human participants online or via the internet are allowed if they 
adhere to all of the human participant rules above regarding consent processes and restrictions, including obtaining 
written parental permission for studies involving minors. This written parental permission must include a copy of the 
survey and be obtained prior to a minor accessing the online survey. In order to protect the confidentiality of the 
participants, it is extremely important that IP addresses, as well as the data provided, be safeguarded.

Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 For VERTEBRATE ANIMAL RULES…(pgs 10-12)

➢ Under Prohibited Studies, #4 b. was added

b. For agricultural/aquacultural projects raised for food see “After Experimentation/Euthanasia" section.



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 For POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS BIOLOGICAL AGENTS (PHBA) RULES…(pgs 13-15)

➢ Under Prohibited Studies, #5 was edited to clarify the prion rule

All studies involving the use of prions or commercially available purified prion-like proteins are prohibited. This 
includes studies working with amyloid-beta (Ab), tau, alpha-synuclein, transactive response DNA-binding protein of 
43kDa, amyloid fibrils, and Huntingtin protein. Studies involving plasmids that contain genes encoding prion-like 
proteins are also prohibited.

➢ Under Prohibited Studies, #8 was edited

Students are prohibited from collecting water samples during a Harmful Algal Bloom (HAB). Qualified personnel may 
collect the water samples and provide the student with the samples for testing. All water testing must be done in a 
BSL-2 lab, under BSL-2 conditions.

➢ Under Rules, #8 was edited for clarity

Studies involving animal models that have been bred to express prion-like proteins, including but not limited to C. 
elegans and Drosophila, are permissible in a BSL-1 laboratory, if the studies are behavioral only and do not involve 
lysing or dissection of cells or purification of proteins. Work involving the lysis of cells or cell lines and/or purification 
of prion-like proteins must be conducted in a BSL-2 laboratory, under BSL-2 conditions.



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 For POTENTIALLY HAZARDOUS BIOLOGICAL AGENTS (PHBA) RULES…(pgs 13-15)

➢ Under Projects Involving Unknown Microorganisms

a. was deleted as it was a repetition of b. 

➢ Under Exempt Studies (no SRC pre-approval required)

Studies involving Lactobacillus, Bacillus thuringiensis, nitrogen-fixing bacteria (excluding cyanobacteria), oil-eating 
bacteria, and algae-eating bacteria introduced into their natural environment (not exempt if cultured in a petri dish 
environment).



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 For TISSUE & BODY FLUID RULES…(pgs 16-17)

➢ Under Rules, item within #7 was re-arranged for clarity

➢ Under Exempt Tissues, b. and d. were edited for clarity

b. Plant and vertebrate non-primate established cell lines and tissue culture collections (e.g., obtained from the 
American Type Culture Collection). The source and/or catalog number of the cultures must be identified in the 
Research Plan/Project Summary and on forms 6A and 6B Form 3.

Collection and/or study without culturing of eggs, pasteurized milk or fresh/frozen meat and meat by-products 
obtained from food stores, restaurants, or packing houses. and eggs or pasteurized milk 



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 For HAZARDOUS CHEMICALS, ACTIVITIES, or DEVICES RULES…(pgs 16-17)

➢ Under CHEMICALS, #2 was edited 

Projects involving chemicals that are listed as carcinogenic, teratogenic, or reproductive system damaging on the 
SDS must be conducted at an RRI or in a restricted access fume hood outside of the regular classroom (i.e. school 
lab). The qualified scientist and direct supervisor must have training in the usage, safe handling, and disposal of the 
chemicals. 

➢ Under DEA Controlled Substances, #2 was edited

All studies using DEA Schedule 1 substances (including marijuana) must have the research protocol approved by DEA 
before research begins. Schedule 2, 3 and 4 substances do not require protocol approval by DEA.



Overview of Important Rules Changes – 2026-27

 Changes involving FORMS

➢ Student Support Disclosure Form (Form 2A) 

This is a new form that is required for all projects. It can be filled out before or after experimentation by the finalist. 

➢ Qualified Scientist (Form 2B)

Renumbered to be 2B (formerly 2)

Question 5 was added… “Please describe your anticipated role in this project and the duration of your support”

➢ Regulated Research Institutional/Industrial Setting Form (2C) 

Renumbered to be 2C (formerly 1C)

Question 2b was added… “What was the duration of your support of this student project?”

➢ Human and Vertebrate Animal Tissue Form (6B)

Checkboxes were added to question 1 to provide more tissue options.



Forms Available on MySciFair

Elementary – 4th and 5th grade

Can use either ISEF forms or CSEF MS forms

Junior – 6th through 8th grade

Can use either ISEF forms or CSEF MS forms

Senior – 9th through 12th grade

Must use ISEF forms

Forms and our NEW
Fair Management System

Forms will be completed within the MySciFair platform… There is no need to download copies from 
CSEF or ISEF in this new system!

Registrations are project-based, and not student-based…So once a project is created, other 
students, teachers, and parents are invited to join the project and fill out & sign forms…

I will schedule Zoom sessions in late Sept-Early Oct. to help teachers understand the process of 
creating MySciFair projects… Elem and MS teachers can create project on behalf of their students!



Types of Committees...

IRB – Institutional Review Board...
➢ Reviews human participant studies... 
➢ Membership must include:

• An educator
• A school administrator
• Someone knowledgeable about evaluating physical 

and/or psychological risk: MD, PA, RN, psychologist, 
licensed social worker, or licensed clinical counselor

SRC – Scientific Review Committee...
➢ REGIONAL Members must include...

• A biomedical scientist with
 a Doctoral degree
• An educator
• At least one other member

➢ Appropriate LOCAL School SRC 
Members may include...
• BA/BS or MA/MS Science majors
• Science educators or Specialists with 

training and/or experience



Some Common Problems we discover during SRC Review...

Parts of the Form are blank or incomplete...

 Solution:  Be DETAILED & EXPLICIT, and check EVERY line and EVERY box! (avoid “N.A.”)

Forms are from the wrong year, or are missing...

Solution:  Use this year’s forms and know which ones are needed for your student’s project

Forms are unreadable...

Solution:  Have students type their information (using Google Docs, DocHub or similar)

Copies of unnecessary Forms are included in submissions...

Solution:  Only include the necessary forms, and remove the non-applicable ones

**It is ultimately the responsibility of the ADULT  SPONSOR to ensure that the 
student’s paperwork is complete and correct!!**



Display & Safety!

The ISEF website does a good job listing what’s allowed, and what’s not..

https://www.societyforscience.org/isef/international-rules/display-safety-rules/



The Do’s and Don’ts of D&S...
Total Display Size  =  27.5 in.  x  48 in.  x  94 in.

The Display Should Have...       The Display Should NOT Have...
An Introduction, Research Questions, 
Engineering Goals, Hypotheses, 
Predictions, Methods, Data, Discussion, a 
Conclusion, and Data books/Journals

Credits/Source Citations for EVERY ITEM

•  Photos (any identifiable photos of people besides the 

student need written permission from that individual)

• Web Image Credits (including any background 

images)

• Graphs/Charts/Maps/Data Table Credits         
EACH ITEM must have ITS OWN Source Citation, 
including what software was used to create it… NO 
blanket statements!

• Water, chemicals, tissues, sand/soil, raw 
plant material, dangerous devices, most 
lasers, 3D printers, glass, sharps, 
pressurized tanks, exposed wiring, etc.

• Logos, promotional material, business 
cards, or advertisements

• Photos of necrotic tissue, animals in 
surgical situations, or animals in distress

• QR codes or personally identifiable 
student information

• Patents, or patents pending...



Overview of 
Junior/Senior 
Forms...
The complete set of 
forms are available on 
MySciFair, as well as:

CSEF Website...

https://csef.natsci.
colostate.edu/

ISEF Website
https://www.societyfor
science.org/isef/



What Forms 
are REQUIRED 
for ALL Jr./Sen. 
projects?

✓ Form 1

✓ Form 1A

✓ Form 1B

✓ Form 2A

✓ Form 3



Form 1

Adult Sponsor

Checklist

The Adult Sponsor
This person is generally 
the SPONSOR (teacher) 
of the student and is 
responsible for 
paperwork and knowing 
the rules!



This form frequently 
has missing or 
incorrect information

• Emails, phone #s

• Start Dates cannot 
be before necessary 
approval signatures!

Form 1A

Student Checklist



• Make sure to include 
Addresses and/or Maps for 
ALL non-school or non-
home locations! (labs, 
hospitals, field sites, etc.)

• Maps should include 
sample waypoints and 
descriptions of how to get 
to the site from known 
landmarks

• Maps should be attached 
to the 1A Form

Form 1A

Student Checklist
Attachments



Research Plans

Research plans need to 
be HIGHLY DETAILED, 
and address critical detail 
for the SPECIFIC TYPE of 
project!

• Read PAGE 2 of Form 
1A!!

• COMPLETE Materials List

• Type/Amount/Source of 
materials

• Risk/Safety discussion

• Accurate and appropriate 
Bibliography

• Acknowledgements



The Parent
This person must give 
PERMISSION that the student 
is clear to conduct a research 
project!  Parents can serve as 
Adult Sponsors, Designated 
Supervisors, or Qualified 
Scientists depending on their 
education, background, and 
level of involvement.

❖ Each Team Member 
needs to fill out a Form 
1B!

Form 1B

Approval Form 
(Signature Page)



Essentially this is a list of 
adults that play key roles in 
a student’s project…  

This is a nice one-stop-shop 
for SRC folks to see the type 
of help the student had 
throughout the course of 
their project!

Form 2A (NEW!)

Student Support 
Disclosure Form



The Qualified 
Scientist

This person should have a 
Doctoral/professional 
degree in the subject area 
related to the student’s 
research, or have 
applicable expertise and 
approval from the local 
SRC.

Form 2B

Qualified Scientist 
Form



Form 2C

Regulated

Research

Institution

Page



Form 3

Risk Assessment
The completion of this form 
should be a COLLABORATION 
between the AS/DS/QS and 
the Student!

• Detail, Detail, Detail for 
EVERY line item!

• Address ALL significant Risks!  
If you’re not sure if its 
significant, ask us.. ☺

• If the space provided isn’t 
enough, attach a separate 
sheet

• Provide relevant sources for 
safety info... (MSDS [don’t 
attach!] , manufactures 
website, online safety 
websites, etc.)



The Direct 
Supervisor

This person should be 
engaged in DIRECT 
SUPERVISION of the 
student during 
experimentation, have 
enough expertise to 
ensure a safe 
environment.  

Form 3

Risk Assessment



Frequently the 
limited room on the 
Risk Assessement is 
NOT enough…

Please use an 
attachment!!

Form 3

Risk Assessment
Attachment



✓ All Human Subject 
projects must have 
their protocols 
approved PRIOR TO 
EXPERIMENTATION 
by an IRB/SRC

Form 4

Human Participants



Form 4

Informed Consent
• Human subjects MUST 

give Informed Consent to 
participate in research...

• Minors cannot give 
Informed Consent...their 
parents must sign in their 
stead...

• A copy of any Survey tools 
used by the student must 
accompany the protocol 
forms

• Copyrighted Survey tools 
need to be accompanied 
with written permission 
from the publisher



• In most cases, Vertebrate 
Animal projects must have 
the approval and 
signatures of a DVM

• Studies that don’t 
interfere or manipulate 
the behavior, diet, or 
environment of an animal 
(i.e., Observational) may 
not need Form 5A

Form 5A

Vertebrate Animal 
Form



Form 5B

Vertebrate Animal 
Form

(at a Regulated 
Institution)



• BSL1 – Microorganisms 
can be cultured in a 
Middle School/High 
School facility, and must 
be permanently sealed at 
the time of inoculation

• BSL2 – These are 
hospital level facilities, 
where cultured plates 
can be resampled with 
proper safety equipment 
and supervision...

Form 6A

Hazardous 
Biological Agents



Form 6B

Human and 
Vertebrate Animal 
Tissue



Form 7

Continuation Form

Make sure to ID the year, 
title, and student name 
on ALL attachments!

Current year’s Display 
can ONLY contain data 
from current year’s work 
(previous year’s work can 
be inside binders on the 
display table)



Questions?...Contact Us!
 

Loree’ Harvey
 

SLVRSFDirector@gmail.com
loreeh@monte.k12.co.us

 

719-580-3316

THANK YOU SO MUCH FOR ATTENDING!
The work you do MAKES A DIFFERENCE! ☺

mailto:SLVRSFDirector@gmail.com
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